
BERITA TESMA
Tissue Engineering Society of Malaysia (TESMA)
Official newsletter for TESMA
(FOR MEMBERS ONLY)
Issue No.2

TESMA is now one year old and as 
promised we are holding our first scientific 
meeting in conjunction with our 2nd AGM. 
The objective is to unite all researchers in 
tissue engineering and regenerative 
medicine (TERM) under one roof for two 
days and hopefully this will encourage better 
understanding amongst researchers hence 
promoting  collaboration. As RMK9 opens its 
new chapter I do hope we can come out with 
a major proposal to the government. Our 
second  objective is to promote TERM 
amongst non scientists and the Malaysian 
public in general. In doing so the committee 
have organize a special TERM introduction 
programme for undergraduates, school 
teachers and even secondary school 
students. I am grateful to the UKM medical 
faculty and  the HUKM under the Deanship 
of  Prof. Dato’ Dr. Lokman Saim and Director 
Prof. Dato’ Dr. Mohamad Abdul Razak  to 
co-organize our meeting and these will 
include providing the venue in HUKM. I 
would also like to thank all the international  
speakers for accepting our invitation  though 
with some limitation on the budget. Lastly, I 
would like to thank the organizing committee 
for their hard work and a warm welcome to 
all participants of  this meeting.
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President’s Note

TESMA

Ruszymah with Wei Liu 
from China at the 
registration counter during 
World Regenerative 
Conference Pittsburgh 
USA 25-28 April 2006
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TESMA

Co-organizers :
Faculty of 
Medicine & 

Hospital UKM

Organizer :
TESMA

Organising committee
Chairman: Ruszymah  Idrus
Secretariat: Aminuddin Saim

Farah Wahida Ibrahim
Norzana Abd Ghafar

Treasurer: Chua Kien Hui
Publicity: Rusnah Mustaffa

Munirah Sha’ban
Technical: Mohd Adha P Rameli

Mazlyzam Abdul Latif
Shamsul Sulaiman
Lynette Chew
Cik Fareha Aleas
Angela Ng

Social: Nur Adelina Ahmad N
Hamoud Al-Faqeh

Scientific: Fauziah Othman
Anuar Osman
Jeevanan Jahendran
Fadzilah Adibah
Maizirwan Mel
Samsuddin Cassim



Ahnond Bunyaratvej (Thailand)   
MD PhD  Professor in the 
department of pathology Mahidol 
University Thailand. At present 
secretary general at the national 
research council Thailand and a 
project leader for the national stem  
cell research. He will share his 

experience in managing research particularly in the 
field of stem cell  in Thailand. 

Tissue Engineering 
Conference: From Shanghai 
To Pittsburgh

Tissue engineering society international 
(TESI) conference was held in Shanghai in 
November 2005. Around 1000 participants 
attended the meeting, considered the 
largest ever held. The organizer  Shanghai 
TERM  Yilin Cao and  Wei Liu have done a 
great job in organizing the meeting and 
TESMA would like convey our appreciation 
for the good reception we had during the 
meeting. 10 delegates from Malaysia 
attended the meeting with 12 papers 
presented.

Berita TESMA editorial:
Editor: Aminuddin Saim,  Lynette Chew, Munirah Sha’ban. 
Submission of article:
aminuddin_saim@yahoo.com.   Address : �������	����
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Invited Speakers For 1st 
National Term 
Scientific Conference

Hideaki Kagami DDS PhD 
Professor,  dental and maxillofacial 
surgeon by profession at Nagoya 
University Japan. His research is 
mainly on bone and cartilage and 
currently involved in using fibroblast
in regenerative surgery. Holds   
several patents with outstanding 

publication. He will be giving a talk titled “Clinical 
application of tissue engineering and regenerative 
medicine in dentistry”.

Khang, Gilson Bsc PhD
Professor Biomaterials Laboratory 
Chonbuk National University Seoul 
Korea. Hold several patents and 
publications and at present 
Secretary and Founder of the Asian  
Tissue Engineering Society (ATES). 
Research interest is on biomaterial 

and stem cell application. 

Lee Eng Hin MD W. Ont, 
FRCS Professor Head of 

Orthopaedic Surgery, Kandang
Kerbau Women’s and Children 
Hospital Tissue Engineering Group  
Leader, National University of  
Singapore. He is well known for his 
work on stem cells, cartilage and 
biodegradable biomaterial for clinical 

use especially orthopedic surgery.

Sandy Chian Kerm Sin Bsc PhD 
Assoc Prof Nanyang Technology 
University of Singapore. 
Division of manufacturing 
engineering. Field of interest is in 
polymer scaffold and bioreactor 
engineering. He is well known for his 
work in tissue engineering 
oesophagus in collaboration with 
Washington University.

With Yilin Cao
chaiman for the 
congress in 
Shanghai



In April 28-30th 2006 the 1st World 
Congress on Tissue Engineering and 
Regenerative Medicine Conference was 
held in Pittsburgh USA. The conference 
was attended by 600 delegates mainly 
from the Europe and American continent. 
One of the main issues during the 
meeting is clinical translation of tissue 
engineering. After a long and hard work 
tissue engineering began to emerge in 
clinical practice. The other interesting 
topic of the conference is the emerging of  
nanotechnology in biomaterial. Malaysian 
leads by Ruszymah Idrus  presented two 
papers titled “Stem Cells in Bone 
Reconstructive Surgery” and 
“Neocartilage Transplantation”. 

TERMIS Student and Young 
Investigator Section.

Pittsburgh - A new section of TERMIS 
named TERMIS-SYIS was formally 
launched in April 2006 at the World 
Congress in Pittsburgh recently. For 
those who are interested please go to the 
TERMIS web site www.tesinternational. 

Sweet memories -
In front of Oriental 
Pearl Tower, 
landmark of 
Shanghai

With Joseph Vacanti, 
who pioneered 
Tissue Engineering

Tissue Engineering and 
Reconstructive Medicine 
International Society –Asia 
Pacific Chapter .
Pittsburgh: April 2006 

The second TERMIS AP Chapter meeting 
was held in Shanghai and the third for the 
year 2006 was held in Pittsburgh in 
conjunction with TERM world congress. Our 
president Ruszymah Idrus represented 
Malaysia for TERMIS-AP chapter meeting 
recently at Pittsburgh USA. Lee Hai Bang 
the chairperson of TERMIS-AP Chapter 
raised some issues on membership fees and 
bank account. However it was clear that 
anyone who attended the World congress or 
any meeting endorsed by TERMIS will be 
regarded as paying members and the 
account will be in Seoul. The 2nd TERMIS 
World Congress will  be held in Seoul, Korea 
in 2009 and everyone is advised to submit 
as many papers as possible for the meeting 
and to make it a success. Committee 
members for the TERMIS-AP Chapter are: 

Hai Bang Lee-Korea (Chairman) 
Toshihiro Akaike – Japan, 
Ruszymah Idrus – Malaysia, 
Teruo Okano – Japan, 
Yilin Cao - China, 
Dietmar Hutmacher – Singapore,  
Il-Woo Lee – Korea, 
Wei Liu – China, 
Gilson Khang – Korea,
Ahnon Bunyaratvej – Thailand, 
Geoff McKeller – Australia, 
Shin-Yong Moon – Korea, 
Minoru Ueda - Japan

The 3rd AP Chapter 
meeting attended by 
delegates from Asia 
chaired by  Hai Bang Lee, 
with attendance of 
TERMIS President  and 
ETES President.
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Showcase of Tissue 
Engineering for the PM

Tissue Engineering group from Universiti 
Kebangsaan Malaysia was invited to 
participate in an exhibition at  the Tour of 
Technology Showcase – ‘Lab to Market’
organized by Malaysian Industry-
Government Group for High Technology 
(MIGHT) on 25 April 2006 at Putrajaya 
Marriott Hotel. The booth was visited by, 
among others, YAB Dato’ Seri Abdullah 
Haji Ahmad Badawi,  Prime Minister of 
Malaysia; YB Dato’ Sri Dr Jamaludin Mohd
Jarjis,  Minister of Science, Technology 
and Innovation. 

GMP facilities for Tissue 
Engineering Product 

Good manufacturing practice or 
GMP/cGMP is needed for the production of 
biotech products to ensure its quality before 
delivery to consumers. So far there are no 
cGMP facilities being set up in Malaysia for 
tissue / cell-based products. The only 
problem with GMP facilities is the cost 
which ranges from a minimal RM10 million 
to RM100 million. A preliminary 

discussion with 
a company from 
Holland who 
visited TE lab in 
HUKM was held 
on 20th May 
2006. Hopefully 

one day it will be materialized. We have 
arrange a forum on this issue in the 1st 
NTERM Conference. 

Chua Kien Hui
(UKM/TESMA) with 
Dato’ Prof Salleh Yasin
(VC UKM) guided the 
VIPs during the 
showcase.

Bio-Focus Saintifik Sdn
Bhd
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EssenEssen --Haus Haus SdnSdn BhdBhd


